MaterIals and Methods

Samples
Three milliliters of blood, drawn by syringe, were transferred to a tube containing no preservatives or anticoagulants.
The blood was allowed to clot, and the samples were centrifuged.
The serum was separated and stored at -20 #{176}C until analysis. To see which method of measurement gives the more nearly correct result, we added to serum human prealbumin dissolved in isotonic saline and assayed. Figure 1 shows the differences in slope and y-intercepts between the Auto ICS and RID. The RID slope was larger, and they-intercept of 24 One study (9), based on results for 50 adults (30 men, 20 women) by the ICS method, described a normal reference interval of 170-420 (mean 290) mg/L, with men having higher concentrations (mean 325 mgfL) than women (mean 248 mg/L).
Results and DiscussIon
Comparison of Methods
Our data suggest that prealbumin concentrations approach adult values after age 12 ( Figure  2 ). We conclude that use of the ICS yields results comparable with those by the RID method.
However, the RID method is a manual procedure that takes 48 h to complete, whereas the Auto ICS method can yield results within several hours. Routine measurement of prealbumin is unlikely unless results can be quickly obtained.
